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DESCRIPTION OF THE PICTURE. 




III HE scene of the Inauguration of General George 
Washington, as the First President of the United 
States of America, was enacted in the gallery- 
adjoining the Senate Chamber in Federal Hall, then 
situate on the spot where now stands the statue of the 
“Father of his Country” at the Sub-Treasury in Wall 
Street, in the City of New York. 

Senor Ramon de Elorriaga, adhering most faithfully to 
the record of history in all essential respects, has endeav¬ 
ored to make the canvas breathe with the “Counterfeit 
Presentment ” of this ever memorable &nd soul-stirring 
event, and to add one more effort — a sincere and con¬ 
scientious, though a humble effort,— to those which have 
been already made for the purpose of perpetuating 
and consecrating tire memory thereof, not only in the land 
of the hero’s ever grateful and affectionate countrymen, 
but in all other lands where civil and political liberty and 
freedom have prevailed over tyranny and oppression, and 
now flourish. 

In the painting, George Washington (No. i) appears as 
the Central Figure in* a group of contemporaneous States¬ 
men and other celebrities and persons, standing between 
the first and second pillars of the Gallery with his side 
face turned towards the street; his head uncovered and 
his hair powdered, gathered and tied in the prevailing 
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fashion of that day. His left hand is placed over his 
heart, and his right arm is extended towards, with his 
right hand touching or slightly resting upon an open 
bible reposing on a rich crimson cushion, which rests . 
against the breast of James Otis (No. 4) Secretary of J:he 
U. S. Senate, who supports it with his right arm. Oppo¬ 
site to George Washington on the left, stands John 
Adams, (No. 2) Vice President of the United States; 
both facing each other — the latter standing with his back 
turned towards Broad Street and close to the first pillar 
and the railing of the Gallery. Next to James Otis and 
on his left stands R. R. Livingstone (No. 3) Chancellor 
of the State of New York, having on his robe and admin¬ 
istering the oath of office. 

, The group is continued at the lower end of the Gallery 
and is extended inwards along said lower end and up¬ 
wards and along the side opposite to the railing and 
running parallel with it. The members of this group are 
represented in various attitudes; all, however, indicating 
strict attention to and great interest in the proceedings. 

In the centre of the Gallery, and behind the Central 
Figure is a table covered with a rich crimson cover; at 
the inner end of which is seated a Secretary or Recorder 
of the proceedings; and on his right, General Henry 
Knox (No. 5) supported by his left arm resting on 
the table and looking up to “Washington.” A chair 
is seen at that side of the table which is nearer to 
the lower end of the Gallery, and one of the figures is 
shown standing behind this chair with both his arms 
resting on the top of it. Roger Sherman is seen at 
No. 6, Major-General Arthur St. Clair at No. 7, and 
Major-General Baron Steuben at No. 8. 

The personages whose names are given and who are 
indicated by numbers, are intended to be faithfully repre¬ 
sented in the picture, and therefore the corresponding 


figureg in it are also intended to be faithful likenesses of 
them. As to those other members composing the group, 
whose names are not given, and who are not indicated by 
„ numbers, it is right to say that the undersigned has in¬ 
dulged in the artist’s license of drawing upon his imagi¬ 
nation to supply these, consistently however, with history 
which declares that on this interesting and memorable 
occasion, there were “others” present, in addition to the 
celebrities particularly mentioned above and represented 
by faithful likenesses in the picture. It will be observed 
that as to these “others,” the undersigned has been 
careful to preserve the typical characteristics of the 
period, in regard to all the essential particulars and 
details. . 

The presence of the “people ” is indicated by the figures 
seen in the street pressing close up to the railing of the 
Gallery, while on the right is seen part of a house at the 
corner of Broad Street, with persons looking out of the 
windows at the inauguration. A glimpse of other houses 
further on in the direction of Broadway is also afforded 
by .the picture, which also includes a view, in the distance, 
of the upper part and of the steeple of “ Old Trinity.” 


RAMON DE ELORRIAGA. 

This Artist belongs to the Spanish-Roman School of 
Painting. He studied the art at the Academy of Madrid, 
and in Rome under the celebrated Conssoni, and is 
Academician” of the Real Academia of San Fernando. 
He visited the United States in 1875 and remained 
there until 1877, during which time he made himself 
known to the American public through various works, 
among which was a portrait of Mrs. Peabody, a paint¬ 
ing of considerable size, which was on exhibition at 
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Astor Place in this city, and commanded the special 
notice and attention of the Press and the Public. 

Among other portraits executed by him were those- of 
Commodore Levy and his wife, and many other well- 
known persons, whilst the following works from the same 
brush : “A Problem in Chess,” “ The Problem (in Chess) 
Solved,” “The Little Smokers” and some others equally 
good, have earned for him a place among the best in his 
profession. 

In addition to these may be mentioned the following— 
all painted in Spain—whose merit and excellence has 
been duly appreciated and acknowledged. 

Life-size portrait of King Amadeo, now in the National 
Gallery at Madrid. 

Life-sized portrait of Cayetano Sans-Captain-General 
of Puerto Rico, West Indies. 

“Los Naufragos del Cantabro ” (“ Shipwrecked on the 
Cantabian Coast”), now in a private Club House in 
Havana, Cuba. 

“ Protesta de Don Juan de Lanuza” (“ Protest of Don 
Juan de Lanuza ”). 

“El Restablecimiento de la Compania de [esus por 
Pio VII” (“The Re-establishment of the Society of 
Jesus by Pius VII”), now in the University of Bilbao, 
Spain. 
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Superintendent of the Corcoran Art Gallery, 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Dear Sir:- 

One day last week, Miss Lulu W. Slack, who was then in 
Washington with me, lost a seal card-case with silver edges, with 
her name stamped on it, and some cards^ bearing her name, inside. 
She visited the Corcoran Art Gallery, and may have lost it there. 
Do me the kindness to see if it has been found at that place, and 
much oblige 

Yours, very truly, 
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STEVENS’S AMERICAN LIBRARY AND LITERARY AGENCY, 

4, Trafalgar Square, Charing Cross, London, England.* 




I have the pleasure to annex 
particulars of the cost of the sub¬ 
scription which in compliance with 
your instructions of S3 Tlcrrewien ffrff 
I have duly entered. 

I am, 

Your obedient Servant, 
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B. F. Stevens supplies Books and Periodicals of every sort by mail & expYes s at 1 
London prices. Full particulars of terms and mode of remitting United States ^&W$ey are gb^n 
in his priced list of English Newspapers and Magazines, which may be had freeMn application 
to him direct, or to his Custom House Brokers, Tice and Lynch, 34*, Pine Street, New York. 
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Attorney for Frankfort National Bank. Practices in Court of 
Appeals, Federal Court, and all other Courts 
at Frankfort. 
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